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firſt appearance in the Synagogue at Nazareth, 


of a Public Teacher, that to the aſtoniſhment' of 


. —ͤ—— — — — 


T was, as it ſhould "oy upon 'our Saviour's 


the reſidence of his family, in the character 


that aſſembly, where he was known only as the 


Carpenter's Son, he applied to himſelf that remark - 


able paſſage of Iſaiah, which the evangeliſt recites 


in the werds of my text : © This day, 1d our 


Lord, is this ſcripture fulfilled in your cars.” The 
« | * 
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phraſe, © this day, is not, I think, to be underſtood 
of that particular ſabbath-day, upon which he under- 
took to expound this prophetic text to the men 
of Nazareth; nor your ears,” of the cars of 
the individual congregation, aſſembled at the time 
within the walls of that particular ſynagogue. The 
expreſſions are to be taken according to the uſual 
latitude of common ſpeech ; this day,” for the 
whole time of our Lord's appearance in the fleſh, 
or at leaſt for the whole ſeaſon of his public mi- 
niſtry ; and * your ears,” for the ears of all you 
inhabitants of Judæa and Galilee, who now hear 
my doctrine, and ſee my miracles. Our Lord af- 
firms, that in his works, and in his daily preaching, 
His countrymen might diſcern the full completion. 
of this prophetic text; inaſmuch as he was the 
perſon, upon whom the Spirit of Jehovah was, 
whom Jehovah had anointed © to preach the Goſpel 
to the Poor,” whom Jehovah had ſent ** to heal the 

. .broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the Cap- 

Tives, and recovering of fight to the Blind; to ſet 
at liberty them that are bruiſed, and to preach the 
| . of the Lord., 


None 
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None but an inattentive reader of the Hible can 
| ſuppoſe, that theſe words were ſpoken by the 
prophet Iſaiah of himfelf. Iſaiah had a portion, 
without doubt, but a portion only, of the Divine. 
Spirit. In any ſenſe in which the Spirit of Jehovah, 
was upon the prophet, it was more eminently upon 
him, who received it not by meaſure. The pro- 
phet Iſaiah reſtored not, that we know, any blind 
man to his ſight; he delivered no captive from his 
chain. He predicted indeed the reſtoration of the 
Jews, from the Babylonian captivity; their final reſs 
toration, from their preſent diſperſion ; and the reſ- 
toration of Man, from the worſe: captivity of | Sin, 
But he never took upon him to proclaim the actual 
commencement of the ſeaſon of liberation ; which 
is the thing properly implied, in the phraſe of 
« preaching deliverance to the captives.” To the 
broken-hearted he adminiſtered no other balm, than 
the diſtant hope of one who, in future times, ſhould 
bear their ſorrows ; nor were the Poor, of his 
own time, particularly intereſted in his preaching. 
The characters, therefore, which the ſpeaker ſeerms 
to aſſume in this prophetic text, are af two 
kinds; ſuch as are in no ſenſe anſwered by any 
SS known 
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known circumſtance in the life and character of 


Iſaiah, or of any other perſonage of the ancient 
Jewiſh hiſtory; but in every ſenſe, literal and 


figurative, of which the terms are capable, apply 


to Chriſt; and ſuch as might in ſome degree be 
anſwered in the Prophet's character, but not other - 
wiſe, than as his office bore a ſubordinate relation 
to Chriſt's office, and his predictions to Chriſt's 
preaching. It is a thing well know to all, who 


| have been converſant in Iſaiah's writings, that many 


of his prophecies are conceived in the form of 
dramatic dialogues; in which the uſual perſons of 
the ſacred piece are God the Father, the Meſſiah, 
the Prophet himſelf, and a Chorus of the Faithful. 
But it is left to the reader to diſcover, by the 
matter ſpoken, how many of theſe ſpeakers: are 
introduced, and to which ſpeaker each part of the 
diſcourſe belongs. It had been reaſonable therefore 
to - ſuppoſe, that this, like many other paſſages, is 
delivered in the perſon of the Meſſiah, had our 
Lord's authority been wanting for the application 
of the prophecy to himſelf. Following the expreſs 
authority of our Lord, in the application of this 

| | prophecy 
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prophecy to him, we might have ſpared the ufe of 


any other argument, were it not that a new form 
of Infidelity of late hath reared its hideous head; 


which carrying on an impious oppoſition to the 
genuine Faith, unde; the pretence of Reformation, 


in its affected zeal to purge the Chriſtian doctrine | 


of I know not what corruptions, and to reſtore our 
creed, to what it holds forth as the primitive ſtan- 
dard; under that infatuation, which by the juſt, 
judgment of God ever clings to ſelf-ſufficient Folly, 
pretends to have diſcovered , inaccuracies in our 
Lord's gun dodrine, and ſeruples not to pronounce 
him, not rg a Man, but, a Man peccable and 

fallible in that degree, as to have miſquoted and 


miſapplied the prophecies of the Old Teſtament. 


In this inſtance our great Lord and Maſter defies 
the profane cenſares of the doctors of that im- 
| T3 Ses 
pious ſchool. This text, referred to; its original 
place in the Book of Iaiahi, 4 1s cvidently, the open- 
ing of a prophetic Dialogue; and in the. particular 
of the character deſcribed in it, it Carries its own. 
internal evidence of its neceſſary reference to our 


Lord, and juſtifies his application of it t Jo. him mT 
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as will further 1 ut a . e expo- 
Geis. 

The er of the Lord is upon me, or, 
« ver me.” The expreſſion implies a ſuperiority 
and controul of the Divine Spirit: the Spirit's go- 
vernment and guidance of the Man, and the Man's 
entire ſubmiſſion, in the proſecution of the work he 
he had in hand, to the Spirit's direction. 


© The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, becauſe 
he hath anointed me. "—Under the Law, the three 
great offices of Prophet, Prieſt, and King, were 
conferred by the ceremony of anointing the perſon. 
The unction of our Lord was the deſcent of the 
_ Holy Ghoſt upon him at his Baptiſm, This was 
analogous to the ceremony of anointing ; as it was 
a mark publicly exhibited, © that God had anointed 
him, to uſe St. Peter's expreſſion, with the my 
Ghoſt and with Power.” | 


It will ſeem nothing ſtrange, that Jeſus, who 
was himſelf God, ſhould derive authority from the 
union 
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unction of that Spirit, which, upon other occa» 
Gons, he is ſaid to give, and that he ſhould be 
under the Spirit's direction; if it be remembered, 
that our Lord was as truly Man, as he was truly God. 
That neither of the two natures was abſorbed in 
the other, but both remained in themſelves perſect, 
notwithſtanding the, union of the two in one Per- 
ſon. The Divine Word, to which the humanity 
was united, was not, as ſome ancient Heretics 
imagined, inſtead of a Soul to inform the Body of 
the Man; for this could not have been without a 
diminution of the Divinity; which, upon this ſup- 
poſition, muſt have become obnoxious to all the 
perturbations of the human Soul ;—to the paſſions 
of Grief, Fear, Anger, Pity, Joy, Hope, and Diſap- 
pointment; to all which our Lord, without ſin, 
was liable. The human nature in our Lord was 
compleat in both its Parts; conſiſting of a Body and 
a rational Soul. The rational Soul of our Lord's 
human nature was a diſtinct thing from the prin- 
ciple of Divinity, to which it was united; and being 
ſo diſtinct, like the Souls of other men, it owed 
the right uſe of its faculties, in the exerciſe of 
41 them 
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them upon religious ſubjects, and its uncorrupted 
rectitude of will, to the influence of the Holy 
Spirit of God. Jeſus indeed “ was anointed with 
this holy oil above his | fellows,” inaſmuch as 
the intercourſe was uninterrupted ; the illumina- 


tion by infinite degrees more full, and the con- 


ſent and ſubmiſſion, on the part of the Man, more 
perfect, than in any of the ſons of Adam. In- 
ſo much that he alone of all the human race, 
by the ſtrength and light imparted from above, 
was exempt from ſin, and rendered ſuperior to 
temptation. To him the Spirit was given not 
by meaſure. The unmeaſured infuſion of the Spirit 
into the Redeemer' 8 ſoul, was not the Means, but | 
the Effect, of its union to the ſecond Perſon of the 


Godhead. An union, of which this had been the 
means, had differed only in degree from that, 


which is; in ſome degree, the privilege of every 
true believer—which, in an eminent degree, was 


the privilege of the A poſtles, who by 'the viſible 
' deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon them on the day 
of pentecoſt, were in ſome ſort, like their Lord, 


anointed with the unction from on high. But in 
= him 
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him the Natures were united; and the uninter- 
rupted perfect commerce of his human Soul, with 
the Divine Spirit, was the effect on ”_ ee | 
of that YO ene | 7 


R 
4 The Spirit of the Lord is. upon Foy beats 
he hath anointed r me to pe the eee 
} 

To 3 the Goſpel.—The ori zonal word, — | 
is expreſſed in our engliſh Bibles by the word 
Goſpel, ſignifies good news, a joyful meſſage, or | . 
glad tidings. And our engliſh word, SOAP | Bo 
traced to its original in- the Teutonic language, is 
found to carry - preciſely the ſame import; being a 
compound: of two words, an adjective ſignifying” _ 
good, and a ſubſtantive which ſignifies a © tale, 
meſſage," or declaration, But as this ſignification ö | 1 
of the engliſh word, by the general negle@'of _ | | 
the parent language, is pretty much forgotten, or 4 
remembered only among the Learned; it may give 
perſpicuity to the Text, if ſor the ſingle word 
cc 2 we ſubſtitute the two words, glad — + 
 tidings.”.. * The Spirit eee | 

| 5 „s becauſe 
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* becauſe he hath anointed me to preach glad 
« tidings to the Poor; he hath fent me to heal 


«« the broken hearted, to preach deliverance to the 


« Captives, and recovering of ſight to the Blind; 
« to ict at liberty them that are bruiſed, to preach 
„the acceptable Year of the Lord.” 


Our Blefſed Lord, in the courſe of his miniſtry, 
reſtored the ſight of the corporeal eye to many, 
who were literally blind. By his miraculous aſ- 


ſiſtances, in various inſtances of worldly affliction, 


far beyond the reach of any human aid, he lite- 


rally healed the broken heart—As in the inſtance 


of Jairus, whoſe breathleſs daughter he revived ; 
of the widow of Nain, whoſe ſon he reſtored to 
her from the. coffin; of the family of Lazarus, 
whom he raiſed from the grave; of the Syrophee- 
nician. woman, whoſe young daughter he reſcued 
from poſſeſſion; and of many other ſufferers, whoſe 
ſeveral caſes time would fail me to recount. We 


read not, however, that during his Life on earth, 


he literally opened the doors of any earthly priſon, 
for the enlargement of the captive, or that, in any 
inſtance, 
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inſtance, he literally releaſed the Slave or the Con- 


vict from the burthen of the galling chain. It 


is probable, therefore, that all theſe expreſſions of 
the Poor, the Broken-hearted, the Captive, che 
Blind, and the Bruiſed, carry ſomething of a myſtic 
meaning, denoting moral diſorders and deficiencies 


under the image of natural calamities'and imper- N 


fections; and that the various benefits of Redemp- 


tion are deſoribed under the notion of reme- 


dies applied to thofe natural afflictions and diſ- 
tempers. In this figurative ſenſe tlie Poor are not 


thoſe, who' are deſtitute of this world's riches; but 
thoſe; who before our Lord's s appearance in the 5 


fleſh, were poor in religious treaſure; without any 


clear knowledge of the true God, of their "own _ 


duty here, and of their hope hereafter; che whole 


Heathen World, deſtitute of the light of Revela- 


tion. To them our Lord preached the glad 


tidings of | Life, and Immortality. The Brokes- 


hearted are Sinners, not hardened in their ſins, but 
deſponding under a ſenſe of guilt, without '@ hope 
of expiation. Theſe broken hearts the Redeemer 
OT by making the atonement, and by deelaring | 


Þ 2a 5 — 8 


A SERMON PREACHED '' 


the means and the terms of Reconciliation. The 
Captives are they, who were in bondage to the law 


of Sin, domineering in their members, and over- 


powering the will of the conſcience' andethe ra- 
tional faculty. The Blind are the devout, but erring 


Jes of our Lord's days; blind to the ſpiritual 


ſenſe of the ſymbols of their ritual Law. The 
Bruiſed are the fame Jews, bruiſed in their con- 
ſciences by the galling fetters of a Religion of ex- 
ternal ordinances; whom our Lord releaſed, by the 
promulgation of his perfect law of Liberty. But 
notwithſtanding that the expreſſions in my text 
may eaſily bear, and in the intention of the inſpiring 
ate certainly, I think, involved this myſtie 
meaning ; yet ſince the prophecy, in ſome of theſe 
particulars, had a literal accompliſhment: in our 
Lord's miracles, the literal meaning is by no means 
to be excluded. Indeed, when of both meanings 
of a prophet's phraſe, the literal and the figura- 
tive, either ſeems clearly and equally admiſſible, the 
true rule of interpretation ſeems to be, that tho 
phraſe is to be underſtood in both. This ſeems a 
clear concluſion from the very nature of our Lord's 

miracles. 
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miracles; which, for the moſt part, were actions 
diſtinctly ſymbolical,of one or other of the ſpiritual 


benefits of the Redemption; a8 ſuch, they were 
literal completions of the prophecies, taking the 
place, as it were, of the prophecies ſo completed, 


pointing to another latent meaning, and to a higher 


completion; and thus forming ; a, ſtrict and won- 


derful union nn the Letter and. the Spirit of 
the e language. ou tal; dit 


* This text i not the only. ls 10 the prophetic 
writings, in which the preaching of glad - tidings. 


to the Poor is mentioned, as a principal branch of 
the Meſſiah's office. That in the expoſition of 


theſe prophecies, the figurative ſenſe of the ex- | 


preflion is, not, to exclude. the literal, is eyis 


dent from this conſideration, that the diſcos 


veries of the Chriſtian Revelation are in fact empha - 
tically glad tidings to the Poor, in the literal. ac- 
ceptation, of the word ;, to thoſe who are deſtitute 
of worldly. riches. To thoſe, who from their pre- 
ſent condition, might be likely to think themſelves 
forſaken of their Maker; to doubt, whether they 
3. ĩͤ“ 
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exiſted for any other purpoſe, than to miniſter to 
the ſuperfluous enjoymerits of the higher ranks of 
ſociety, by the ſeverity of their own toil: To 
perſons in this low condition, and under theſe 
gloomy apprehenſions, was it not glad tidings to 
be told, that they had a Hope, beyond the Infidel's 


expectation, of a perpetual ceſſation of forrow in 
the grave? Hope of a day, when all ſhall riſe, to 


meet before the common Lord, High and Low, 
Rich and Poor, one with another ! When without 


regard to the diſtinctions of this tranſitory Life, 


each man ſhall receive his proper portion of Honour 
or Shame, Enjoyment or Miſery, according to the 
degree of his moral and religious worth! That 
he, whoſe humble ſtation excluded him, in this 
Life, from the ſociety and the pleaſures of the 
Great, (now fallen from their Greatneſs) ſhall be- 
come the Companion and the Fellow of Angels and 
of glorified Saints. Shall ſtand for ever in the Pre- 
ſence of his Redeemer and his God, and partake 
of the pleaſures which are at God's right hand ! 


Again, 
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Again, the diſcoveries of Chriſtianity were made 
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fion ; and, for that reafon, they were: emphatically 


glad tidings to: the Poor. Its duties are not de- 


livered in a ſyſtem, built on abſtract notions of the. 
eternal fitneſs of Things; of the Uſeful and the 


Fair ; notions, not void of truth, but intelligible 
only to minds highly improved by long habits of 
ſtudy and reflection. In the Goſpel, the duties 


of Man are laid down in ſhort, perfpicuous, com- 
prehenfive precepts, delivered as the commands of 


God, under the awful ſanctions of eternal rewards 
and puniſhments. The doctrines of the Chriſtian 
Revelation are not encumbered with a long train 
of argumentative proof; which is apt to bewilder . 
the Vulgar, no leſs than it gratifies the Learned 5 
they are propounded to the Faith of all, upon the 
authority of a teacher, who came down from 
Heaven, © to ſpeak what he knew, and Wt 
what he had ſeen. | 


Again, the Poor are they, een the Chrifm 
doctrine would moſt readily take effect. Chriſt s 


" WM 2 atonement 
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- atonement, it is true, hath been made for all. The 


benefits of Redemption are no leſs common to all 
ranks of Society, than to all nations of the 
world; and upon this ground, the firſt news of 
the Saviour's birth was juſtly called, by the angels 
who proclaimed it, Glad tidings of great Joy 
which ſhould be to all People. Every ſituation of 
Life hath its proper temptations, and its proper 
duties; and with the aids which the Goſpel offers, 
the temptations of all ſi tuations are equally ſur- 
mountable, and the duties equally within the 
power of the Behever's improved ſtrength. It 
were a | derogation from the greatneſs of our 
Lord's -work, to ſuppoſe, that, with an equal 
ſtrength of religious principle once formed, the 


attainment of ſalvation ſhould be more precarious 


In any one rank of Life, than in another. But if 
we,.conſider the different ranks of men, not as 
equally religious, but as equally without religion 
which was the deplorable ſituat on of the world, 
when Chriſtianity made its firſt appearance, the 
Poor were the claſs of men, among whom the new 
doctrine was likely to be, and actually was, in the firſt, 


inſtance 
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inſtance, the moſt efficacious. The riches of the 
world, and the gratifications they afford, are tod 

apt, when their evil tendenoy is not oppoſed by a 
prineiple of religion, to beget that Friendſhip for 

the world, which! is enmity with God. The Poor, 
on the other hand, (excluded from the hope of 
worldly pleaſure, were likely to liſten, with the 

mare attention, to the promiſe of a diſtant happi- 

neſs; and, expoſed to much actual ſuffering here, 

they would naturally be the moſt alarmed with the 

' apprehenſion of continued and increaſed ſuffering! 
in another world. For this third reaſon, the 

Golpel, upon its frſt publication, was ee 
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pi rom theſe ok . the Goſpel, 
in the matter, in the manner of the diſcavery 
and i in its relation to the ſtate of mankind at the 
time of its publication, was in fact, in a peculiar 
| &nſe, ; y; glad tidings to the Poor: the cnc luſion 
ſeems juſt, nt inevitable, that in my text, and in 
other paſſages of a like purport, othe>;Prophers 
deſcribe eie the literal acceptation of the 
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word, as eſpecial objects of the Divine merey 1 


the Chriſtian diſpenſation. And this ſenſe of ſuch 


prophecies, which ſo much claims the attention 


doth of Rich and Poor, receives a further confir- 


mation from our Lord's appeal to his open practiee 
of preaching to the Poor, as an evidence to his 
contemporaries, of his Divine miſſion. Go 


ye,” he -faid to the Baptift's meſſengers, and 


and ſee: The blind receive their fight, and the 


lame walk; the lepers are: cleanſed, and the deaf 
hear; the dead are raiſed up, and the yook HAV 
THE GOSPEL. PREACHBD TO THEM.” Here, 


the preaching of the Goſpel to the Poor” is men- 


tioned by our Lord among the circumſtances of 
his: miniſtry, which ſo evidently correſponded with 
the prophecies of the Meſliah, as to render any more 


explicit anſwer, to the Baptift's enquiries, unneceſ- 


ary. This therefore muſt he 2 preacliing of the 
Goſpel ® this Poor literally; for the preaching of 
it; t the GSgurative: Poor; the Poor in religious 


knowledge, to., the Heathen werd commenerd 


nat ducing our Lords: life on earth, and ebuid not 
| - 
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perſonal exhibitions of the arb en 
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Aſſuredly therefore our Lard came a9. proach 
glad dickags to che Poor.” To preach. glad zidings 
to the Poor uns mentioned by the Prophets, as anc 
of the eſpocial objects of his coming. ./To,prech | 
to them he cloathed. himſelf, with fleſi, and, in 
bis human nature, received the unction of the 
Spirit. And ſince the example of our Lard is, 
in evory particular in which, it is at all iitable, 2 
rule to our conduct; it is clearly aur duty, as the 
humble fallowers of our merciful Lord, to entot- 
tain 4 ſpecial, regard for the religious. intereſts'of | - 
the Poor, and to take care, What we can, that the 
| Goſpel be fill preached to them. And the mat 
effectual means af preaching the Goſpel to the 
Poor, ie by charitable n "or the e 
ee 1 en, 
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pole abound. in moſt parts of the kingdom. The 


8 authority 
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authority of our Lord's example, of preaching to 
the Poor, will, with every ſerious believer, outweigh 
the objection, which hath been raiſed againſt theſe 
| charitable inſtitutions, by a mean and daſtardly po- 
cy, imbibed in foreigh climes; nor leſs unchriſtian, 
than it is inconſiſtent with the genuine feelings of 
the home-bred Briton : a policy, which pretends to 
foreſee, that, by the advantages of a religious edu- 
cation, the Poor may be raiſed above the labo- 
rious duties of his ſtation, and his uſe in civil 
life be loſt, Our Lord and his Apoſtles better 
underſtood the intereſts of ſociety, and were more 
tender of its ſecurity and peace, than many per- 
haps of our modern theoriſts. Our Lord and his 
Apoſtles certainly never ſaw this danger ; that the 
improvement of the Poor, in religious knowledge, 
might be a means of confoundipg civil ſubordina- 
tion. They were never apprehenſive, that the Poor 
would be made the worſe Servants, by an education 
which ſhould teach them to ſerve their Maſters | 
upon earth, from a principle of duty to the great 
Maſter of the whole family in Heaven. Theſe 
mean ſuggeſtions, of a wicked policy, are indeed con - 
tradicted 


\ * 
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treme condition of oppreſſion and abaſement, th 


unnatural condition of Slavery, produced, in an- 


dient times, its Poets, Philoſophers, and Moralifts. 
Imagine not, that T would teach you to infer,” that 
the condition of ſlavery is not adverſe to the im- 


provement of the human character. Its natural 


tendency is cettainly to fetter the genius, and debaſe 


tlie heart. But ſome brave ſpirits, of uncommon 
ſtrength, have, at different times, ſurmounted the 
diiſadvantages of that diſmal ſituation. And the fact, 


which I would offer to your attention, is this; that 
˖ theſe men; eminent in taſte and literature, were not 


| rendered, by thoſe accompliſhments, the leſs profi- 
"table flaves. Where then is the danger, that the 


frec-born Poor, of this country, ſhould be the 


worſe hired ſervants, for a proficiency in a know- 
a ledge, by which both Maſter and Servant are taught 
theit reſpective duties, by which alone either Rich 


der Pose dar, by made wiſe unto all. 


l 


tradicted by the experience of mankind. The ex- 


Much — Added would indeed be the 
. the object, or the ordinary 
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and probable. ee, of theſe charitable ſeminaxies 
for the maintenance and education of the. infant 


Poor, to qualify them for the occupations and pur- 
ſuits of the higher maks of ſociety, or to giye 
them a reliſh for their pleaſures and amuſements. 


But this is not the caſe, Nothing more is at- 


tempted. nor can more indeed be done, than to 


give them that inſtruction, in the doctrines and 
duties of religion, to which 2 claim of common 


rigbt is in ſome ſort canftityted, in a Chriſtian 
Country, by the mere capacity to profit by it ; and 
to furniſh them with thoſe firſt rudiments, of hat 


may be called the trivial literature of their mother 


tongue, without which they would ſcarce be qua- 
lified to be ſubjects, even of the loweſt claſg of 


the free government under which they, are born. 
A government, in which the meaneſt citizen, the 


very mendicant at your doors, unleſs his life, or his 


| franchiſes, have been forſeited by crime to public 
Juſtice, hath his birthrights, and is entruſted with 


a conſiderable ſhare of the management of himſelf, 
It is the peculiarity, and this peculiarity, is the 


principal excellence, of ſuch governments, that as 
7 6 the 


at S'r, Pauz's CA T⁰n-⁰νiðaat, Londen. 2 
the” Great have no property in the labour 66 the: 
Poor, other than what is acquired for a time by a mu- 
tual agreement; the poor man, on the other hand, 
bath no claim upon his ſuperior, for ſupport and 
maintenance, except under ſome partieular covenant; 
as an apprentice, a journeyman, a menial ſervant. 
or a labourer; which entitles him to the recom— 
pence of his ſtipulated-ſervice, and to nothing elſe. i 
It follows, that, in ſuch ſtates, every man is to de- 
rive'a ſupport, for himſelf and bis family, fron the: 
voluntary exertions of his own. induſtry; under the | 
direction of bis on genius, his on prudence, | 4 
and his own conſcience.” Hence; in theſe free go | 
vernments, forme - conſiderable! improvement: of this | 
/ underſtanding is neceſſary, even foo the bet s. | 
of the people; and much fivengtli of zeligious prin | 
ciple is requiſite, to governs the individual in- thoſe | 
laws leave tha meaheſt ſubject, equally with: his MY 
| better, maſter of himfel£; IDeſpotiſan, fincers;/un- 
ment, which: may, with falvty: to itſelf, niglect the 
education of its infant Po Where iti is the rin 
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ciple of government, that the common people are 
to be ruled as mere animals; it might indeed be 


impolitic, to ſuffer them to acquire the moral diſ- 


cernment, and the ſpontaneity, of men. But in 


free ſtates, whether monarchical, or of whatever 


form, the caſe is exactly the reverſe. The ſchemes 
of Providence and Nature are too deeply laid, to 


be overthrown by man's impolicy. It is contrary 
to the order of Nature, it is repugnant to the de- 
crees of Providence, and therefore the thing ſhall 


never be, that civil liberty ſhould long maintain its 


ground, among any people diſqualified, by ignorance 
and profligacy, for the uſe and enjoyment of it. 
Hence the greateſt danger threatens every free oon 
ſtitution, when; by a neglect of a due culture of 
the infant mind; harbariſm and irreligion are ſuf- 


, "TE * 2 
fered to overrun: the lower orders. The barriers, 


which civilized manners naturally oppoſe, againſt the 


eneroachments of power on the one hand, and the 
exotbitance of licentiouſneſs, on the other, will ſoon 


be : borne down, and the government will dege- 
nerate either into an abſolute deſpatic:monarchy,' or 


what a ſubſiſting example proves to be by infinite 


- f | degrees 


3 


* 
af 


at ST. PavuL's CATHEDRAL), London. 


degrees a heavier curſe, the capricious domination: 
of an unprincipled rabble. Thus would ignorance 
and irreligion, were they once to prevail generally 
in the lower ranks of ſociety, neceſſarily terminate 
in one, or the. other, of theſe two dreadful evils; 
the diſſolution of all government, or the enſlaving 
of the majority of mankind: while true Religion, 
on the contrary, is the beſt ſupport of every go- - 

vernment, which, being founded on juſt principles, 
propoſes for its end the joint advancement of the 
virtue and the happineſs of the ptople ; and, by ne- 
ceſſary conſequence,, co- operates with Religion, in 
the two great purpoſes, of exalting the, general 
character, and of bettering the general condition 
of Man. Of every ſuch government Chriſtianity, 
by conſent and concurrence in a common end, is 
the natural friend and ally: at the ſume time that, 
by its ſilent influence on the hearts of men, it af- 
fords the beſt ſecurity for the permanence of that 
degree of orderly definite liberty,” which is an eſ- 
ſential principle in every ſach conſtitution, . The 
Chriftian Religion foſters and protects ſuch Liberty, 
not by ſupporting the abſurd: and pernicious doc- 
8 5 d trine 
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trine of the natural equality of men: Not by aſſert- 
ing that ſovereignty is originally in the multitude, 
and that Kings are the ſervants of their people: Not 
by releaſing the conſcience of the ſubject from the 
obligations of Loyalty, in every ſuppoſed caſe of 
the Sovereign's miſconduct, and maintaining what, 
in the new vocabulary of modern Democracy, is 
named the ſacred right of inſurreftion : Not by all, 
or by any, of theſe deteſtable maxims—maxims fit 
only for the counſels of Hell, where they were 
hatched, and for the FRENCH ConvenTioN which 
adopts them—Not by theſe maxims, Chriſtianity 
ſupports that rational Liberty, which ſhe approves 
and cheriſhes ; but by planting in the breaſt of the 
Individual powerful principles of ſelf-government, 
which render greater degrees of civil freedom con- 
ſiſtent with the public ſafety. . 


The Patrons therefore of theſe beneficent inſti- 
tutions, in which the children of the Poor are 
trained in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, 
have no reaſon to apprehend, that true Policy will 
diſapprove the pious work, which Charity. hath 

I ſuggeſted. 
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ſuggeſted. Thouſands of children, of both ſexes, - 
annually reſcued by means of theſe charitable ſemi- . 


naries, in various parts of the kingdom, from beg- 
gary, ignorance, and vice, are gained as uſeful citi- 
zens to the ſtate, at the ſame time that they are 


preſerved as ſheep of Chriſt's fold. Fear not there- 


fore to indulge the feelings of benevolence and cha- 


rity, which this day's ſpectacle awakens in your 


boſoms. 


It is no weakneſs to ſympathize in the real hard- 


ſhips of the inferior orders. It is no weakneſs to 


be touched with an anxiety for their welfare, to feel 
a complacency and holy joy, in the reflection, that, 
by the well directed exertions of a godly charity, 
their intereſts, ſecular and eternal, are ſecured. It 
is no weakneſs to rejoice, that, without breaking 
the order of ſociety, Religion can relieve the con- 
dition of poverty from the greateſt of its evils, 
from ignorance and vice. It is no weakneſs to be 
liberal of your worldly treaſures, in contribution to 
ſo good a purpoſe. The Angels in Heaven par- 
ticipate theſe holy feelings. Our Father which is 


ia heaven accepts and will reward the work; pro- 
vided 
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vided it be well done, in the true ſpirit of Faith 
and Charity. For of ſuch as Theſe—as Theſe who 


ſtand before you—arrayed in the fimplicity and in- 


nocence of Childhood in the humility of Poverty — 
of ſuch as Theſe it was our Lord's expreſs and ſo- 


lemn declaratiol—of Such is the Kingdom of God! 


